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A little about me and Mack
• Dog owner

• Marine mammal scientist 
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New Zealand Biodiversity

• Marine mammals ~50 spp of marine 

mammal

• Seals - 2 spp that breed on our coasts 

+ 5 rare visitors 

• Sea birds ~80 spp, 1/3 are endemic
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The sad side

Interactions go both ways too
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The Dogs and Coastal Wildlife 

Project 

• DOC and WPI (Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute) 

• 3 year project on the issue

• 2017 focus – Human perceptions on the 

issue 

• 2018 focus – Dog owner motivations

• 2019 focus – Effectiveness of 

interventions



6

Key findings so far - 2017
• 70% of surveyed participants were not aware of 

the potential presence of penguins on beaches. 

• Several people surveyed did not recognise

shorebirds as wildlife. 

• Different understandings of a dog under control 
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Key findings so far - 2018

• Dogs with no degree of training are 

the most likely to always be walked off 

lead
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Ambassadors

Sharing 5 easy tips to 

make sharing our coasts

with our dogs and coastal 

wildlife stress free, safe 

and enjoyable for all 

concerned. 
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1. Know before you go

Check the rules when venturing 

somewhere new. 



10

2. Loose lead walking 

The more comfortable people are 

walking their dog on lead, the less 

likely they are to let them off. 
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3. The Recall

– Be vigilant 

– Interact with your dog 

– If you see a ‘distraction’ recall them 

– Leash 4 car lengths away 

If you cannot recall your dog – they 

should not be off lead
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4. Leave It!
Just like you don’t want your dog to:

• eat something toxic, 

• roll in something dead, 

you don’t want them to 

• tangle with something that could hurt them.

These tips are for dog safety as much as 

wildlife safety
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5. Let others know

• Help ‘em out give a shout 
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Species Awareness – just a few

Fur seal Leopard seal

Blue penguinBlack billed gull
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Thank you!


